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and believe devoutly in devils. The food of these people is
dirty and bad, as for instance snakes, ants, and all other kinds
of insects and worms which are kept a moment before the fire
and then eaten ; the dogs they have in their houses eat and
sleep together with them, without their being disgusted at all."1

This is evidently the class of people who were civilised by
the Hindus. The Chinese account, which belongs to the last
period of Hindu culture, shows that a large section of the people
was still beyond the pale of Hindu culture rand civilization.

Perhaps even the civilized element retained a degree of
primitive ferocity such as is described in the same texts. "The
temper (of the people of Java) is cruel and hasty ; young and
old, high and low, all carry a sword at their side and on the
slightest provocation they injure each other/3 We read in
another text: "The men and women of this country take great
care of their heads ; if another touches them, or if they get
into a quarrel in trading, or if they are drunk and insult each
other, they draw their dagger and begin stabbing, thus deciding
the question by violence. If one is killed, the other runs away
and conceals himself for three days after which time he has no
more to account for his opponent's life. When, on the contrary,
a murderer is caught on the spot, he is also stabbed to death
immediately."3

Quite in keeping with this temper was an annual 'Grladia-
torial combat' which is called by the Chinese "Meeting of
Bamboo Spears." It was an annual gathering attended by the
king and the queen. The combatants, armed with bamboo spears
and accompanied by their wives or concubines, formed two ranks.
At the sound of drum two men advanced with their lances and
commenced fighting. After they were engaged three times, they
were separated by their wives. If one was killed ia the fight,
the king ordered the victor to pay one gold coin to the
relations of the deceased whose wife henceforth followed the

1.    Groeneveldt-Notes, pp, 50, 40.

2.    Ibid, p. 40.                                   3.   Ibid, p. 47,
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